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which Piffaretti claims have replaced guns
as the weapon of choice in contemporary
shooting brakes.

This being a blue-sky-thinking sort of
design house (and you'll note that we didn’t
say deranged), you can have pretty much
what you want as a rear end. The firm’s
computer-design wizards can tailor the
finished product to just about all tastes,
which might feasibly include the installation
of side-opening hatches

But all the designs keep one aspect
firmly grounded. The structure of the 911
remains untouched. ‘So there are no
problems with type approval,” says Piffaretti.

The composite material used to cover the
rear and provide room for the sliding boot
weighs only about 50kg, and according to
the company actually reduces drag and
improves downforce (no doubt partly due to
the spoiler-like kick to the rear). So there’s
no worry about impaired performance.

In fact, the biggest problem facing the
40-year-old Piffaretti and his team was
engine cooling. With a large drawer now
covering the standard 3.6-litre flat-six (in the
Derendinger car; see opposite), the normal
cooling slats inevitably disappeared. The
answer is a roof-mounted air intake, but
even Piffaretti admits that this still falls a little
short of the standard set-up. 'It’s slightly less
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efficient due to the longer and less direct
intakes,' he says openly

While the engine of the Derendinger
Shooting Brake may be standard, neither
Protoscar nor the parts-supply company has
missed a chance to squeeze some extra
publicity out of the car. It sports impressive
German-made Mov'it brakes with 370mm-
diameter discs at the front and 342mm units
at the rear. With them a luggage-flailing
120km/h (75mph) to standstill time of 2.9
seconds has been recorded with Swiss
former Arrows F1 driver Marc Surer at the
wheel. The extra grip from the 235/40
Michelin PilotSport Cup tyres, on 18-inch
BBS alloys, no doubt helped.

Meanwhile Protoscar has added its own
touches to the car, including a headlamp
styling conversion into four separate lights
and a chunkier front spoiler. Inside the cabin
the sound system is now a mighty
Panasonic conversion. Ctherwise the
Porsche is remarkably restrained - and
especially given the company’s history.
Apart from losing its rear seats entirely
(that’s where the electrics for the sliding
drawer are located), everything is the same
barring a tiny button down on the door sill to
operate said drawer.

Parsche owners might find it slightly
disconcerting to find a black wall staring

back at them from the redundant rear-view
mirror, and there’s a lot less light inside the
cabin than before. But anyone mourning the
loss of rear visibility for parking manoceuvres
can specify a rear-mounted camera.

IF ALL THIS SOUNDS AN EXPENSIVE AND
radical way to liberate space for a mere
15kg of luggage or cargo, then you're
probably right. But Piffaretti knows that
there’s a hard core of financially ‘heaithy’
(for which read stinking rich) people out
there for whom the Shooting Brake is an
automotive dream made real. 'People will
always love to own something special,” he
says. 'This is like jewellery.’ He knows he's
not being entirely sensible, either, but insists
that's part of the appeal. ‘Otherwise we
would all work in a bank." B

Contacts book

Protoscar
www_protoscar.com; +41 91 649 6060

Mov’it (brakes)
www.movit.de

Rinspeed
www.rinspeed.com
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Strange bedfellows

This year it was the Cayenne-based
Chopster that wowed visitors to the
Rinspeed stand at Geneva motor show in
March, but that was pretty tame compared
with the company's 2003 offering.

The Bedouin — whose shape inspired
the Shooling Brake — was by turn a suitably
outrageous Rinspeed concept and a
sophisticated dig at Porsche for producing
the Cayenne in the first place. A 4x4
‘crossover’ produced from the all-wheel-
drive version of the 996-model 911 Carrera,
the Bedouin offered full seating for four, a
spacious boot, or even a bed with the
seats folded down. Or, as Rinspeed put it,
‘a modern tent replacement and romantic
bunk for leisurely rests'. Quite.

Typically eccentric details include a
gear knob made from solid crystal, and
sparkling crystal paint on the bumpers. The
twin-turbocharged engine runs on natural
gas, giving the 420bhp flat-six an
environmental halo. Swiss collaborators on
the project included Protoscar, thus
protecting Switzerland’s reputation for
producing what Rinspeed calls ‘highly
innovative prototypes'. You might have
your own phrase. B
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996 shell requires fairly ambitious surgery, with a composite roof panel and rear
quarters blended with the existing metalwork. Note recesses for new rear lights, too
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Engine access not brilliant through a tiny hatch (see also below), but arguably little
more restrictive than in standard car. Complex light units are almost works of art

Not exactly the biggest loading area in the world — room for a couple of small pistols,
perhaps - but then that’s hardly what this extraordinary machine was built for
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